SAY NO TO DIESEL TRAINS
AND DEMAND IMMEDIATE ELECTRIFICATION

Metrolinx and the Province of Ontario plan to run over 400 diesel trains a day through our
West-end neighbourhoods without considering the people who it will affect the most. Diesel
trains will spew fumes, create noise and divide our neighbourhoods.
Diesel exhaust is a known threat to human health, especially the health of children and seniors.
Health effects “include increased prevalence and severity of asthma and other respiratory
diseases, diminished lung function, adverse birth outcomes, childhood cancer, and increased
mortality. ”
Metrolinx has indicated a vague plan to electrify this corridor in 15 years, but there is no funding
or commitment in place to do so. Furthermore, electrification 15 years from now means a whole
generation of children will grow up inhaling noxious diesel exhaust. In order to protect our health,
save our neighbourhoods, and advance Ontario’s green economy, we need to electrify now.

Voice your concerns to Metrolinx
and the Provincial Government.
Tell them that you demand:
Clean and modern electric trains to run along
the Union Station to Georgetown Corridor
No new investment in diesel technology
A new environmental assessment that considers
electrification as an alternative to diesel.

What you can do:
1. Visit www.cleantrain.ca to find out how to have
your voice heard.
2. Mail, call, or email your MPP, Premier McGuinty
(premier@gov.ca), John Gerretsen, Minister of the
Environment (minister@ene.gov.on.ca) and James
Bradley, Minister of Transportation
(jbradley.mpp@liberal.ola.org)
Tell your neighbours, friends and family.

WE MUST GO ELECTRIC NOW!

The Clean Train Coalition represents the communities along the rail corridor. We believe that a healthy
environment and vibrant neighbourhoods depend on smart investment in public transit infrastructure.
Build it once, build it right!

METROLINX IS PLANNING TO RUN
MORE THAN 400 DIESEL TRAINS
EVERY DAY ON THE UNION STATION
TO GEORGETOWN RAIL CORRIDOR.
THAT’S A DIESEL TRAIN EVERY 3
MINUTES.
THEY ARE PLANNING TO DO THIS
WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE PEOPLE WHO WILL BE AFFECTED THE
MOST. THESE DIESEL TRAINS WILL
BE SPEWING TOXIC FUMES FOR
MILES AROUND.
Here are the results of a recent study
published in the New York Times
outlining new findings of even higher
health risks from soot particles in
the air. These particles are the type
found in the fumes emitted from
diesel trains.

WE MUST GO ELECTRIC NOW!

A version of this article appeared in print on June 3, 2009, on page A28 of the New York edition of the
New York Times

